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Here's my brief critique of Irina Netchaev's blog 
located at: http://www.pasadenaviews.com



Overall I think that Irina's blog has a good visual 
design and a thoughtful user interface. Taking into 
account that most of her readers are people 
interested in buying or selling Pasadena Real 
Estate, she does everything to emphasize her 
listings and properly places her CTA's (Call to 
Actions) above the fold. Some forms are placed 
below the fold but as her primary CTA appear 
throughout the site, that's ok. 



Irina gets two thumbs up for her site design! 
(Though I'll have to come up with a different scale 
for future critiques). 



--

Ricardo Bueno

http://www.ribeeziemedia.com



Interested in having your blog critiqued? Email 
ricardo (at) ribeeziemedia (dot) com with your blog 
address. 
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1 [Note: This is a Key 
Element] Site navigation 
should always be 
placed above the fold. 
Take into consideration 
large computer monitors 
and growing screen 
resolutions. â€œAbove 
the foldâ€• is 
generally considered to 
be within the top 500-
600 pixels of your site 
design. If you have a 
large header design, 
you might place your 
primary navigation 
above the header. 

2

2 The primary reason 
readers come to your 
site is to search for 
homes. In this case, 
Irina does a great job of 
emphasizing her current 
listings and showcasing 
recent properties she's 
sold. Readers tend to 
read websites like a 
book (from left to right) 
so placing this image on 
the right-hand side is 
appropriate and stands 
out. 

3
3 [Note: this is a Key 

Element] If you're 
website offers content 
on a consistent basis 
(and your real estate 
blog should), it's 
important to offer 
readers an easy way to 
subscribe to your blog 
for new updates. 
Though the design here 
isn't your typical RSS or 
email subscription icon, 
it's pretty evident in the 
wording what Irina 
wants the user to do. 
The only thing to 
consider here is that 
this "Call to Action" item 
should typically be 
placed above the fold. 
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Irina has always 
branded herself using 
this logo (it's on her 
print materials, her 
business cards and has 
always been a part of 
her brand identity on the 
web). It's important 
that's she's consistent 
in placing it here on her 
header design. 

Continued on next page
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